
Where Is Boasting? 

Last week in our reflection on Philippians 2:6-11, we said that God's sovereign 

initiative by which, in Christ Jesus, he redeems us, forgives us of our sin and sanctifies 

us unto himself, effectually removes all boasting from us.  Our salvation is even more 

astounding when we consider the abject humiliation our Lord Jesus Christ voluntarily 

undergoes in accordance with the will of God the Father, for those who put their trust in 

him.  For "though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 

be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the 

likeness of men.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming 

obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross."  vv. 6-8.  This Jesus Christ 

willingly abandoned the loftiest and loveliest expressions of divine dignity and 

excellence and lowered himself into a filthy and corrupt world in which he subjected 

himself to the worst forms of indignity, climaxing with his death on the cross, for his 

enemies.  “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. ..  

FGod shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us."  Rom 

5:6, 8.  How can we boast?  We are the most undeserving and unworthy of men.  God's 

salvation, his free gift to sinners in Christ, prevents all human hype.  His redemptive 

grace imposes upon its recipients a profound "silence of the lambs." 

However, there is another effect of divine grace upon our lives.  For while it 

renders us incapable of all forms of self-glorying, at the same time it loosens our lips to 

sing songs of praise to the One who has mercifully and powerfully broken our bondage 

to sin.  Continuing from last week's study by answering the question what shall we say 

to the lofty and majestic truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ, we say secondly that the 

grace of God in Christ takes root in our hearts whence flows an uninterrupted and 

unending cascade of praise.  The sheer majesty of Christ's mediatorial work points us 

away from ourselves and rivets our attention upon the Lord Jesus.  Thus, while on the 

one hand Christ's saving work stifles our boasting, on the other hand, it deposits within 

our souls an unquenchable desire to shower him with authentic adoration.  Grace 

implants within us an irrepressible joy in the Lord; this joy is our highest and most 

selfless emotion.  Therefore, like the psalmist we cry out, "I will bless the LORD at all 

times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth."  Ps 34:1.  We boast in the Lord "who 

practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I 

delight, declares the LORD."  Jer 9:24.   

This is the boasting in which the Lord God delights.  This is the boasting that 

God's saints are forever singing in heaven.  This is the song of the redeemed, the 

Carmen Christi, the hymn or song of Christ.  Where is boasting?  It is in the 

immeasurable riches of God's saving grace to us in Christ Jesus our Lord, Eph 2:7.  

Where is boasting?  "If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness."  



2 Cor 11:30.  Where is boasting?  Certainly not in ourselves but only "in the cross of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world."  Gal 

6:14.   This is the boasting in which the Lord God not only delights but also which he 

demands of his people.  This boasting both proceeds from and proclaims the gospel of 

Jesus Christ.  It is rooted in and it is reflective of the gospel, that is, the good news of 

the Person and work of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  This is the new song the four living 

creatures and the twenty-four elders are singing in heaven. "Worthy are you to take the 

scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people 

for God from every tribe and language and people and nation," Rev 5:9.  This is the 

song that the innumerable elect from all nations, tribes, peoples and languages are 

continually singing before the throne and before the Lamb, Jesus Christ: "Salvation 

belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!"  Rev 7:9-10.  In other 

words, this is the song of the redeemed; this is our song; "amazing grace will always be 

our song of praise."  Even if we each had a thousand tongues "to sing our great 

Redeemer's praise, The glories of our God and King, The triumphs of His grace."  

(Adapted from Charles Wesley's "O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing."), we would only 

be doing a little better than the inanimate rocks.   

In Christ God has given us his salvation and his song.  "The LORD is my strength 

and my song, and he has become my salvation; this is my God, and I will praise him, 

my father's God, and I will exalt him." Ex 15: 2.  This is the song the saints are singing 

forever in heaven.  "And they sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song 

of the Lamb," Rev 15:3.  So, shout forth God's praises, you saints!  Exalt his name 

forever!  "May his will be done on earth as it is in heaven, to the praise of his glory.  

"Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he has redeemed from trouble 

and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, from the north and 

from the south."  Ps 107:2-3.  

 


